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Concise Summary of All Non-technical Amendments Pursuant to RIGL 
§ 42-35-3(a)(1) 
 

These proposed rules seek to amend the Official Manual for Vehicle Inspections 
to comport with the applicable changes in the laws since the manual was filed with the 
Office of the Secretary of State in 1993.   

 
First, in order for the manual to convey information in a more effective manner, 

the placement of some sections within the manual have been changed and many of the 
graphics have been removed as it was determined that they were unnecessary.  In 
response to changes in the applicable laws over time, the weight of vehicles subject to 
emissions testing was increased from 8000 pounds to 8500 pounds and the time period 
during which a new vehicle must be inspected was lengthened from within twelve 
months of purchase to within 24 months of purchase.  

 
In response to the recent change in vendors implementing the state emissions 

testing program, the inspection fees have been changed to reflect the new lower fees.  In 
addition, emissions testing standards are listed including record keeping requirements for 
inspection stations and notice of possible penalties in the event of non-compliance.  

 
Based on changes in laws, the section regarding inspection of windshields now 

sets forth standards to be applied in cases where sunscreening material has been added to 
a windshield.  Similarly, based on implementation of new laws, sections have been added 
to the manual to address inspections of livestock trailers, motorcycles, motor driven 
cycles, motorized bicycles and motorized tricycles. 
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Concise Explanatory Statement Pursuant to RIGL § 42-35-2.3 
  

The Department of Revenue’s Division of Motor Vehicles proposes to amend the 
administrative rules and regulations regarding standards for safety and emissions testing 
and regulation of stations authorized to perform such inspections.  The current Official 
Manual for Vehicle Inspection was adopted by the Division of Motor Vehicles and filed 
with the Office of the Secretary of State in June of 1993.  Since that time, the Rhode 
Island General Laws applicable to vehicle inspections and inspection stations have gone 
through a number of revisions and updates.  Although many of the laws were changed 
and these changes have been routinely incorporated into the Official Manual distributed 
to inspection stations, the updated manual has not been filed with the Office of the 
Secretary of State and therefore the outdated manual filed in 1993 is still technically in 
effect.  These proposed amendments are necessary to update the manual on file with the 
Office of the Secretary of State to conform to the actual manual currently distributed to 
inspection stations.   

 
 


